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Reading – word reading 
 

Statutory requirements 

Pupils should be taught to: 
 apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words 
 respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters 

or groups of letters) for all 40+ phonemes, including, where 
applicable sounds for graphemes 

 read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words 
containing GPCs that have been taught 

 read common exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound and where these 
occur in the word 

 read words containing taught GPCs and –s, -es, -ing, -ed and –
est endings 

 read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught 
GPCs 

 read words with contractions [for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll], and 
understand that the apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s) 

 read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their 
developing phonic knowledge and that do not require them to 
use other strategies to work out words 

 re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in 
word reading.  

 

Reading - comprehension 
 

Statutory requirements 

Pupils should be taught to: 
 develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, vocabulary and 

understanding by: 
 listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories 

and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read 
independently 

 being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their 
own experiences 

 becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and 
traditional tales, retelling them and considering their 
particular characteristics 

 recognising and joining in with predictable phrases 
 learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite 

some by heart 
 discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those 

already known 
 understand both the books they can already read accurately and 

fluently and those they listen to by: 
 drawing on what they already know or on background 

information and vocabulary provided by the teacher 
 checking that the text makes sense to them as they read 

and correcting inaccurate reading 
 discussing the significance of the title and events 
 making inferences on the basis of what is being said and 

done 
 predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been 

read so far 
 participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking 

turns and listening to what others say 
 explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them.  

YEAR 1 READING MODERATION GRID 

Possible key aspects 
to assess 

Year 1 

Word 
reading; including 
decoding of text 

 Uses phonic knowledge to accurately blend sounds in 
familiar and unfamiliar words containing known GPCs 

 Accurately read all 40+ phonemes 

 Some common exception words read automatically 

 Reads fluently and confidently books which are 
matched to phonic knowledge 
 

Engagement with a 
range of texts 

 Listens to and discusses a wide range of poems, 
stories and non-fiction texts 

 Selects own stories and justifies the selection 

 Participates in discussion about what is read to them 
and listens to what others have to say 
 

Literal understanding 
and information 

retrieval 

 Recalls and retells familiar and well-known stories 

 Retell or explain information read and link to other 
parts of text e.g. pictures 

 Generally accurate in locating information and using 
textual cues to answer simple literal questions 
 

Inferential 
understanding 

 Begin to make simple reasonable inferences from 
pictures and text linked to own knowledge and 
experiences 

 Begin to use what has been read to predict what might 
happen next 

 Identify new and unfamiliar words 
 

Authorial intent, 
authors’ use of 
language and 
presentational 

features 
 

 Identify some key features of a text; including title and 
main events 

 Awareness that texts can be structures in a certain 
order 

 Some awareness of language features used within 
texts; including predictable phrases and rhyme 
 

 

Key sources of evidence 

 

 
 Can now … Next steps … 
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Book band Phonics phase 
(approx.) 

PINK 2 

RED 3 

YELLOW 3 & 4 

BLUE 4 & 5 

GREEN 5 

ORANGE 5 & 6 

TURQUOISE 

PURPLE  

GOLD 

WHITE 

LIME 

 


